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of wreaking factional vengeance, or when the Tudor
sovereigns used their obedient Parliaments to rid them-
selves of their personal opponents.
Further administrative gains of Parliament in the
Lancastrian period were its victory in the matter of
auditing^^                             a function claimed under
EdwardllL, and itsgreatly extended counsels in matters
of national policy.1 In 1406, the public accounts were
asked and, the king being ill at the time, it was answered
in his name that " kings were not wont to render ac-
counts/* This, however, seems to have been but a feeble
remonstrance, for Parliament continued to press for them,
and in 1407 the accounts were voluntarily produced by
the king. From that time, this right of Parliament was
never directly denied. In counselling the king, Parlia-
ment no longer showed fear of assuming, responsibility,
as in the preceding century. So fully did it feel in control
of the granting and expenditure of money that all critical
questions arising in the conduct of the war with France
were considered by it, and there were few matters of na-
tional importance in which the king did not take into his
confidence the representatives of the nation. In conclud-
ing this summary of Parliament's fifteenth-century means
of controlling the king, it should be stated that in the
right to audit public accounts and in impeachment and
bills of attainder Parliament had something more perma-
nent and practical than resulted from its schemes to gain
complete control by dictating the ministry.
An evidence that Parliament was maturing was the
emergence of what came to be known as its privileges.
Customs grow in an aging institution, taking the form
often of immunities or rights. In an institution of grow-
ing importance, one which has to guard against attack
or loss of power, some of these begin to stand out as
specially valuable and become definable and technical.2
1 See above, pp. 423-425.
3 "In the wide and loose application of the word 'privilege' the privileges
or peculiar functions and usages of the house of lords are distinguished,